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I am writing in furrher reference to OIU telephone conversation of March 7, 1994 
relating u) the reqnire"t for a four foot drop test in the pmious S173.6. 

Any packagjng for air, prior to HM-181 required a four foot drop on solid concrete 
cest (~173.6). With the advent of HM-181, the requirement does not appear to continue to 
exist for OW-D-materids and limited quanuties. In reviewing S173.4 Exceptions for small 
quanrides here is a 1.8 m (5.9 feet) free drop. However, in reviewing §173.24,.24a, and 
9173.27 we can not seem to find reference to a free dropldrop test. Jf you agree with o w  
findings members of the ATA's Daugmus Goods h a r d  recommend rhat the DOT 
reinsrare the drop test, perhaps in 49- S173.27. This wiU provide an additional measure 
of safety, and is of particular inrerest to those airlines which contiuue to move ORM-D 
&aIs and limited quanuties domestically by the provisions of 49CFR. 

Our members noted that though limited quantities differ in ICAO versus 49 CFR, 
ICAO's m crhxki for limited quantity packagins requires a "drop test" of 1.2meter (4 k). 
Packing Insmaion 910 [spedfically 910@)] wiU apply to the new (to ICAO) "Consumer 
Commodiries". Again, xeqking a 1.2 xnetex (4 ft.) drop on solid conrxte in the posiaon 
most Iikeiy to cause dam-. 

We willappreciate your review of this recommendation and taking action to reinstate 
the four foot drop provisions previously conrained in 9173.6. 
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